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Verizon App Challenge  
 

 
 
Three student teams from BCMS 
submitted entries to the Verizon App 
Challenge this week! All three teams put 
in extra time and effort to create their 
entries for this contest and we're looking 
forward to see if we have a winner in 
January! 
 
Team Track My Bus, Team Echo and 
Team Chore Organizer each submitted 
entries that explained a real-world 
problem that their app concept would 
solve, the unique qualities of their app 
idea along with a three minute video 
describing their app.  
 
One middle school team and one high 
school team from New Jersey will be 
chosen as the Best in State winners 
on January 6, 2016 and receive a $5000 
grant to enhance STEM education at 
their school or sponsoring organization, 
“Best in State” certificates, eligibility for 
consideration as a Best in Region Team 
Winner, as well as a “Best in State” 
plaque. 
 
Good luck to all three teams! Great job! 
 

 
 
 

Immaculata Scholastica 
 
Congratulations to six BCMS eighth 
grade students who represented our 
school in the first Immaculata 
Scholastica, a quiz bowl contest for area 
middle school students on Wednesday, 
December 2, 2015. 
 

 
 
Representing BCMS were: 
Alex Burke 
Ananya Gandhi 
Katie Dailey 
Amanda Hegadorn 
Anil Kamdar 
Hope Tracey 
 
Teams had 9 minutes to answer as 
many questions as possible against the 
opposing team with a maximum of 10 
seconds for any single question. Our 
team rocketed through the fast paced 
first round earning 17 points just one 
short of ICS's 18 points, the ultimate 
winner in the end. We ended our 
matches winning 2 of our 4 rounds with 
the only losses going to the 1st and 2nd 
place finalists and having a great time 
doing it! 
 



GeoBee 

Do you know in which state Grand 

Teton National Park and Devil’s Tower 

are located in -- Wyoming or 

Massachusetts? or On which continent 

the world’s largest swimming pool, in 

Chile, stretches for half a mile along the 

Pacific Ocean? 

Be ready for questions like these 

on Monday, December 7th for National 

Geographic's GEOBEE in all Social 

Studies classes at BCMS!  

Challenge yourself and your memory of 

sports team locations, travel 

destinations and more in the GeoBee 

featuring 35 multiple choice and 15 

short answer online questions about the 

US and the world.  

 

The GeoBee has two rounds. The first 

round is for all students and consists of 

50 multiple choice questions online, quiz 

format. The top ten students school-

wide will be invited to compete in the 

second round which will be a stand up, 

oral bee, Friday, January 15th during 

Resource for a chance to compete in 

the state finals at Rowan University, a 

$50,000 scholarship and other prizes.  

See http://www.nationalgeographic.com/

geobee/ for study tips and contest 

details. 

 

Learning About the Body 

Systems 

 

For the last few weeks Mrs. Heaney's 

science classes have been learning 

about the body systems.  To assist the 

student's understanding we have 

completed several dissections.  Most 

recently we have studied the nervous 

system.  Today the students got an in 

depth look at the hub of the nervous 

system - the brain.  They had a great 

time exploring the sheep's brain and 

learning all the parts that make up a 

brain.   

 

Order Your Yearbook Now! 
 
The yearbook has been working hard to 
collect memories throughout the school 
year!  
 
Don't forget to order your yearbook 
online at www.balfour.com. For 
complete directions, go to the yearbook 
webpage!  
 
 

  

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/
http://www.balfour.com/


Climate Committee 

 
 
The BCMS Climate Committee has 
focused on tradition as the next activity 
related to celebrating diversity and 
respecting one another's different 
cultures and traditions. The Culture Club 
has been reading morning 
announcements each day for the past 
month and has posted pictures around 
the school to get our students thinking 
about specific traditions that they have 
with their families and friends.  
 
On Thursday December 3, 2015, the 
entire school participated in creating 
quilts that represented the traditions that 
they wanted to share about their family, 
friends, culture etc. Each student made 
a square which represented their own 
personal traditions and all of the 
students in the class made a large quilt 
with each of these squares. The quilt 
represented all of the different traditions 
and have been posted in the cafeteria 
for all to share.  
 
The other activity was a school -wide 
assembly that also represented Culture, 
Diversity, Life and how we are all 
intertwined with one another and our 
differences are what make us all unique 
and special pieces of the universe. The 
assembly was called The Signature 

Project and was funded by 
the Branchburg Township PTO.  

 

Math – Real World Activity 

In Mrs. Jordan's 6th Math ICE and 

resource classes students worked on a 

real world activity involving shopping for 

a family feast.  They decided on items 

for their shopping list and were given 

grocery flyers to look through. They 

calculated how many of each item would 

feed their family, they added up their 

total cost, and took off a student 

discount to find their grand total.  This 

activity was a great way to reinforce 

operations with decimals since the 6th 

grade is working on chapter 3 in glencoe 

on decimals operations.  

 

MathCounts Club 

 

Our MathCounts club has been 

exploring the Platonic Solids, and 

Euler's Formula. Using the tops of pizza 

boxes, they made their own 

Dodecahedra and they pop!!! 

Pics and slo-mo video are here:  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8d

N0tWoGptwdGpwR1hpTDYxZlk 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8dN0tWoGptwdGpwR1hpTDYxZlk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8dN0tWoGptwdGpwR1hpTDYxZlk


Language Arts Essay – Novel 

vs. Movie Adaptation 

In Mrs. Kepner's Language Arts class, 

students began writing an essay 

comparing and contrasting Theodore 

Taylor's novel, The Cay, to its movie 

adaptation, which stars James Earl 

Jones.  As a challenge for students who 

would like to take on a more 

sophisticated prompt, Mrs. Kepner 

offered a small group the option to 

argue if the adaptation was good or 

not.  The focus is not on if the movie 

was good, but more on how the story 

translated from the page to the 

screen.  After a mini-lesson on what 

goes into a movie adaptation (which you 

can see here if you are interested), 

students then crafted outlines focused 

on this more advanced concept.  All 

students will draft and revise their 

essays together, but this differentiation 

allows students to have the chance to 

work at a level of difficulty they are 

ready to handle.  Essays will be due 

on December 18th and Mrs. Kepner 

cannot wait to see what the students’ 

arguments and analysis becomes! 

 

 

 

Art News

 

 
Ally working on her CITY-SCAPE in Mr. 

Kupcha’s before school art.  

 

Doodle4Google Contest 

Submissions 

Fifteen talented artists from BCMS have 

submitted official entries based on the 

theme "What makes me...me" to the 

Doodle4Google contest sponsored by 

Google. Each doodle incorporates the 

letters G-o-o-g-l-e and is eligible for the 

state and national contest. One national 

winner will  receive a $30,000 college 

scholarship and every state will have a 

winner featured in the Google Gallery.  

Please enjoy some of our entries. All 

entries will be on display in the 

showcase at BCMS close to the Nurse's 

office. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WWFu0GLpe-tPWbUSu64Pi50R3e4qSleod35hOXTWvsw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WWFu0GLpe-tPWbUSu64Pi50R3e4qSleod35hOXTWvsw/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


